March 14th, 2010
Hi
After the run last weekend, temperatures dropped substantially during the week. Down to 80C at one point. But slowly on the rise again. This is the time of the year when warm fronts from the south cross HK bringing warm, humid weather followed by cold fronts from the north that bring cooler weather. As summer approaches, the cold fronts do not reach as far as HK. 

There was a big blaze at an older industrial building last Monday. One fireman was killed and several injured. The building, which was built in the 1960s, did not have a sprinkler system; buildings in those times were not required to install them. 

Well, I have finally managed to get tickets to go to Christchurch. In fact, I am now being somewhat inundated with tickets. Last week I mentioned that I already had confirmed tickets with Air NZ but preferred Singapore Airlines (SIA). Well, I finally got SIA last Wednesday so immediately cancelled the Air NZ tickets. Actually, the SIA tickets were only a little cheaper than on Air NZ even though I has a ‘Senior’ (75%) ticket (Air NZ did not have senior tickets); the reason is that the surcharge for fuel, etc, is much greater for SIA than for Air NZ. And then yesterday, I got confirmation of another reservation on SIA from another travel agent. This situation is not uncommon as many people, like me, make multiple bookings through different travel agencies in the hope of getting flights, which of course tends to fill up the aircraft. But as people get confirmations and cancel their other bookings, seats become available for others on the waiting list. I leave HK March 28th, return April 25th.

The Burnside High School 50th Jubilee celebrations are from April 1st to 4th. About 3000 people could be attending. For some functions, they are setting up a large marquee on the school grounds, which will be the largest marquee even used in NZ. The programme is also pretty good. If you want to see what is on, go to the following website: 

http://jubilee.burnside.school.nz/Programme/Programme.aspx
The website also includes many class photos from across the years. Below, I have included one that includes me with one of my form classes (a Form 5 class):
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I mentioned last year that my former secondary school, Gisborne (Boys) High School (as a co-ed school but became a boys’ school when I was in Form 6) had its centenary last Easter. I considered going but am glad I did not as, compared with Burnside HS, the programme was pathetic and lasted only 1½ days. Also, there was no book on the history of the school, as Burnside is producing (see website under memorabilia) and which Christ’s College also produced for its centenary a few years ago. 
I will say with Uncles Bruce and Keith. Like Leonie, Tom and Kaia, I will also spend some time at Ruru. Uncle Keith has suggested do some climbs, one of which you did. I would like to do a run as I do in HK, if there are suitable mountain trails. I might even be tempted to do some fishing, provided it does not take too long to catch one. Uncle Keith also mentioned that there may be some lamb from an about to ‘graduate’ lamb though I am afraid I will keep well away from the graduation ceremony – I, like all of you, have lived too long in cities and away from the sources of our meat. When I was very young, I would occasionally be present at an uncle’s farm when sheep were killed. Also, at home, we would raise chickens for eating and I would watch them being killed (by wringing the neck, not chopping it off!) and even did this myself a few times. But I wonder if I could do it now?
In China they are holding the annual sessions of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) followed by the National Peoples Congress (NPC), the country’s parliament. The former is just an advisory body and consists of people from all walks of like and all regions of China (including HK), but is dominated by the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). Most people just attend but others actually do raise questions and make suggestions, e.g. one member suggested that husbands pay their wives a salary! It turns out that the members of the CPPCC are selected but are never asked if they want to be members; several of them raised this issue. The NPC is dominated by senior CCP members, meets only once a year, and is largely a rubber stamp organisation, as most of the decisions are made by the Politburo which is higher than the NPC. 
You may be aware that to enter the US, everybody from visa-waiver countries have to get pre-approval. I was not sure how this was done until I was looking at the Singapore Airlines website and it was mentioned. So I looked up the website and found that it was easy so completed the form and submitted it. It is possible to submit even without a flight or place to stay, which can be added later. The site mentioned that approval could take up to three days but in my case, it was almost instantaneous. However, I will have to update it later anyway as my passport expires in October. 
The run yesterday was much better than that of last weekend. Still extremely humid but at about 180C, was 100C cooler than last weekend. The first hour of the run was one you Leonie, Prem and myself did – up to the end of Tai Tong Road, down to the reservoir and then along the track to the top of the reservoir. I had never done this actual route before but had done all the sections of the route. At 2 h 27 min, it was close to the 2 h 30 min I had calculated. 

Yesterday there seemed to be another acid attack in HK. It turned out to be a careless workman using acid for to clear blocked air-conditioner pipes on an upper floor of a building (these pipes should nor be unblocked using aid – a wire should be used). Acid from the pipe fell to the pavement below, injuring a number of people. 
Big demonstrations begin today in Bangkok by the so-called ‘red shirts’. As a safety precaution, all tours from HK to Bangkok have been cancelled, though many independent travellers are still going. Politically, Thailand is split between the ‘red shirts’ who support the previous Prime Minister Thaksin, and the ‘yellow shirts’ who support the current government which was appointed by the parliament rather than through a general election. The red shirts are predominantly from rural areas and received a lot of financial support from Thaksin. The yellow shirts are mainly from the cities. Thaksin was ousted by the military a few years ago for massive corruption and now resides in Dubai. Prior to that, he stayed in other places, such as the UK, where he used to own the Manchester City football (soccer) club.  
When communicating with Nadine the other day on Skype, I showed her copies of the name cards I have designed for myself. I show these below.  Design 1 is the one I have used for many years now. Design 3 is one I like but Nadine seemed to think I was ‘showing off’. That thought had also occurred to me but is perhaps more about being over-enthusiastic and trying to see what I could do. She also thought that a photo is not needed so Design 5 is one that does not include a photo.  Which one(s) do you like? 
That’s about it for now. 
Cheers
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The word ‘Former’ won’t fit into this card.
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